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The Pou-sa or God-of-clocks: Matteo Ricci’s History
of Image Changes in the Past 400 Years
Ji Jianxun
(School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract; Matteo Ricci has a folk image that has been overlooked by the academic community, which is the pou-sa or
god-of-clocks. Why did Matteo Ricci become the image he least wanted to see after his death? Matteo Ricci’s history of
image changes in the past 400 years brings us too many problems that require deep thinking and handling. Previous
academic research has overly emphasized Matteo Ricei’s outstanding achievements in cultural exchange between China
and the West, this article, from the perspective of comparative religion, analyzes six typical cases from ancient and
modern times, both domestically and internationally, strive to uncover the significance of the pou-sa or god-of-clocks in
the history of thought.

Keywords: Matteo Ricci; history of image changes; Etienne Faber; local god of the land; the pou-sa or god-of-clocks
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A New Discussion on the Version System of Huang Tingjian’s Ci Printed in Song Dynasty
Ci Bo
(The Research Center for Jiangnan Culture, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract; The earliest version of Huang Tingjian’s Ci that can be found today is Shangu Qinqu Waibian with three
volumes published in the Song Dynasty, which has long become a consensus in the academic community. However,
there is a lack of discussion on the specific case of the 50th volume, which with the title Yuezhang also contained Ci,
from the unique Song edition of Leibian Zengguang Huangxiansheng Daquan Wenji. By comparing and analyzing the
number and text of Ci collected in the two books, and taking into account titles, prefaces, incorrect characters, and
signatures, it can be concluded that Shangu Qinqu Waibian came directly from Yuezhang. Thus the earliest version of
Huang Tingjian’s Ci is Yuezhang rather than Shangu Qinqu Waibian.

Keywords: Leibian Zengguang Huangxiansheng Daquan Wenji; Shangu Qinqu Waibian; Huang Tingjian
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