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The “Daily Resistance” of Salt Workers in Yuanpu Salt Field
During the Total War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
and the Changes of the Salt Industry System in Shanghai

Gui Qiang

Abstract: After the outbreak of the Total War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the Japanese puppet
government set up a special agency to buy salt from Yuanpu Salt Field. As the price of rice rose, the ratio of rice price
to salt price continued to expand, which in turn affected the livelihood of salt workers and made them resort to
smuggling to resist the control of the Japanese puppet government. Due to the “daily resistance” of salt workers and
other factors, the Japanese puppet government failed to establish an effective salt transportation and marketing system
in Shanghai for quite a while, which eventually led to the collapse of the Japanese puppet government’s salt industry
system of “official collection,official transportation and official sales”. Although the resistance of salt workers in daily
life was basically spontaneous and scattered,we can’t ignore or underestimate its role. The War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression is a national war of Chinese people resisting against foreign aggression. We need to pay attention
to these people who stayed in the occupied areas, their “daily resistance” to the Japanese puppet government and its
significance.

Keywords: Total War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; “Daily Resistance”; Salt Workers; Salt Industry
System; Shanghai Area
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