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haphazard implementation of special funds resulted from the overall financial situation during the late Qing Dynasty, the
dominant views on finance and the loopholes of the Special Fund System. It indicated the inherent instability of China’s

financial system during a period of government function readjustment and budget priority shift.
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Re-establishing the Order . Militias, Local Party Branches and the New Fourth Army at Jiangnan
Donglu during the Early Days of the Resistance War ------croroereeeeceereeeeene. Li Leibo(74)

The KO Operation Plan of Japanese Military and the Battlefield behind the Enemy Lines in North
CIUIIQ v v oo vereromreornenneatentestentteteaesateetesteatesisesnessnessssnnensassnenneenes Liu Feng(89)
The KO Operation Plan was an important part of the Operation Ichi-go in 1944. To implement the KO Operation Plan,

the Japanese North China Army redeployed a large number of troops from its rear areas, leaving more room for the guerrilla
war in north China. Relevant Japanese archives demonstrated that the Japanese army, confronted by the soldier shortage
problem, was on the defensive in north China, thanks to the aftermath of the KO Operation. All its countermeasures and
conspiracies utterly failed in the end. Such a development set the stage for the counteroffensive of the Chinese military and
the final defeat of Japan.
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Telegraph Communication Links during the “Xishou” Period between 1900 and 1902. A Case
Study on the Communication between Beijing and the Royal Court in Exile
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Ways of communications between the capital and the royal court in exile changed completely during the “Xishou”
period. In the early days, officials in Beijing had to report in person to the royal court in exile or send messages to the latter
via businessmen. For its part, the royal court in exile generally sent their messages back to Beijing through couriers via
Baoding. However, such efforts often became fool’s errands since the royal court in exile always changed its headquarters
unpredictably out of security concerns. During the Royal courl’s stay in Shanxi, cable telegraph became the major
communication link between the royal court and the capital. A new communication network mixed with cable telegraph and
traditional couriers came into being, with Shanghai becoming the information hub and Xi’an and Baoding the two support
centers. After the royal court fled to Shaanxi, the royal court could communicate with Beijing by telegraph, thanks to the
military telegraph lines between Beijing and Tianjin and between Shanghai and Tanggu. As the royal court’s core
organization , the Grand Council was responsible for handling telegraph communications between the royal court and Beijing.
The Grand Council categorized the telegraph into the “public” type and the “private” type, depending on the content of the
telegraph. The royal court in exile accepted telegraph communications out of its determination to maintain the rule of the
Qing government on the one hand and the royal tradition of touring its realm on the other. Conducive to improving the
efficiency of communications, telegraph inadvertently exacerbated the conflicts of different opinions during decision making
or negotiations with foreign powers. In addition, changes in the procedure of handling telegraphs to some extent weakened
the royal court’s power. Thus, telegraph was a double-edged sword to the royal court.
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