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On American Women’s Public Speech ; Centering on Female Anti-slavery Societies
Lu Diqiu

Abstract: As the abolition movement rose in America in the 1830s, the first white female anti-slavery society was
established in Boston in October 1833.Henceforth a large number of similar female anti-slavery societies sprang up in
antebellum America. These female anti-slavery societies played an important role in providing American women with
opportunities and trainings to speak in public. On the one hand, these societies supported and encouraged women to
deliver public speech on abolition. The Grimkeé sisters were the excellent examples of female abolitionist speakers, whose
career embodied how women used public speech to promote social reform.On the other hand, these societies held the
Anti-slavery Convention of American Women three times. These national conventions allowed women to give expression
to their opinions on slavery in public. At the same time, they exposed the divergence of attitudes towards women’s
public speech among both women and the public. Public speech was a time-honored way of expression with deep
political nature and obvious gender boundary. Women encountered more resistance in delivering public speech than
taking part in the print culture. Therefore, through offering women a significant platform and necessary support for
public speech, these female anti-slavery societies made women become an active force in the abolition movement, and
profoundly promoted women’s public participation both in scope and degree.

Keywords : Public Speech; Female Anti-slavery Societies; The Grimké Sisters; The Anti-Slavery Convention of American

Women; Abolition Movement

[ZEHK BAHER]



