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Abstract: There have been widespread debates on the importance of T.S. Eliot’s Buddhist
thoughts in his ideology system and this paper attempts to answer this question from the
perspective of his comparative religion studies neglected by former researchers. Under the
influence of the relevant theories of comparative religion Eliot placed the Buddhist thought
and the Western tradition represented by Christianity in a comparative framework rebelled
against the universalism with western rationality as the sole criterion and built a pioneering
multiculturalism. For Eliot Buddhism is not only a source of artistic skills or a reference to
a certain philosophical concept as the previous critics have indicated but also an extremely
important part of Eliot’s ideology and becomes a hidden tradition besides Western tradition.
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