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Teachers” Performance Assessment: The Dilemma and Transcendence

Kong Lingshuai & Wang Chao

Abstract: Performance assessment, an important way of teacher assessment in the world, has something in common
with the teacher assessment reform in the new era in China, but we need to examine its specific values, ideological
influence and potential difficulties. In the triple logic of economy, politics and culture in the global education reforms, all
countries require the improvement of teachers” competitive performance and teaching efficacy, thus promoting the
establishment and development of evidence—based and homogeneous performance assessment of teachers. The
performance assessment leads to the lack of teachers” professional autonomy, the retirement of the publicity of teachers,
and the neglect of teachers” soul, passion and enthusiasm and other unmeasurable qualities. Accordingly, to surpass
teachers” performance assessment, we need to establish a teacher assessment system based on common interests, and
respect teachers” professional autonomy; adhere to teacher assessment oriented to the goal of fostering virtue through
education, and strengthen teachers” public professional identity; and go beyond the thinking of measurement—based
teacher assessment, and pay attention to humanistic care in teacher assessment. Through the exploration of truth, the
pursuit of a good life and the appreciation of beautiful things, teachers can temper their thinking ability, moral character
and aesthetic taste, and become independent individuals with autonomy, publicity and criticism.
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